FROM THE. 


| | 


ELDeRs, Ministers, and 
| 


CHURCHES, 


‘| Affembled at in Sussex,. the 7th. and 8th: 

Days of June, 1785: (Maintaining the important’ 

4 Dodtrines of three equal Perfons in the divine Effence | 

- —Eternal and perfonal Eleétion to Holinefshere, and - 

| - eternal Life hereafter—The original Guiltand Depra-_ 
of Mankind—Particular Redemption—Free Ju-_ 

tification by the) imputed Righteoufnefs. of Curist. 

_  alone—Efficacious Grace in Regeneration—The Per- 

| |  feverance of the Saints to Glory. Profeffing likewife’. 

.' . Water Baptifm, ypon a perfonal Confeffion of Faithin 

Curist, and Repentance towards Gon, according to. 

primitive Mode. and of ne Ch 

| Church: :) 


To the feveral Churches .of HRIST whe they repre= 
| fent, or have received Letters from, ‘meeting at #h- 
ford, Sandhurft, Smarden, tory and Folkflone, im 


| Kent; | Battle, Retherfield, 
Lewes, in Sussz : 


EING for you and eftablifhment in, 
the grace of God, we w lingly embrace every opportu- 
nity for that end and purpofe. We know that menin_ 

general will acknowledge that they are finners, but few there _ 
are who feel the eee finfulnefs of fin; many perfons, yea 
many profeflors {peak againft fin, while they Jive under the 
of it, and never knew the deceitfulnefs of their hearts, 
have not been convinced by the Spirit of God, 
the Chriftian, who hath been convinced’by the word” 
‘and Spirit ef God, not not only mourns on account ‘of: his aétual 
fins, but alfo that he is a fallen creature, born in fin, eal 
brought forth in iniquity, a child of wrath, and urider the 
and in a loft ftate' as to any that he | 
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do for himfelf; we may add, ina ftate of condemnation and 


death through original fin, that is, by Adam’s difobedience, 
whofe fin is imputed to al] his offspring (1.)._ We with you 
to be well acquainted with thefe bible truths, for unlefs you 


are brought, by the teachings of the Spirit of God, to a feel- 


- ing fenfe of your undone, helplefs and ruined ftate, by nature 
and practice: we know from experienceand the word of God, 
that you will not feek for a free falvation, in that way which 
the Lord diredts. Alas! Man is fo far fallen from God, that 
he is not only unable to do any thing for his deliverance and 
 falvation, buthe is fo blinded by fin and Satan, that he has no 
- wnderftanding in fpiritual things; the natural man, fays the 
apottie, receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 


Joolifonefs unto him; neither can be know them, becauje they 


thers difcerned (2.). No wonder then that fo many are 
__ dreaming of the do€trine of merit by the deeds of the law, but 
that no man is/juftified by the law, inthe fight of God, is evi- 
dent: for, the juft fhall live by faith (3.). It is natural for 
men to feek juftification by the deeds of Sif law: i was the 
miftake of the Jews, and is the miftake of every unconverted 
man (4\), dutiif righteoufnefs come by the law, then Chrift is dead 
in vain (5.): if men live and die under the notion of falvation 
by their works, they will perifh, for, by the deeds of the law 


there fhall be ng fiefh juftifiedin his fight (6.). The natural, un- © 


converted mar is fo ignorant of himfelf, and of the divine law, 
that he vainly thinks he can make himi{elf righteous before God, 
which is abfolutely impoffible (7.1. The Lord Jefus Chrift 
calls fuch perfons thieves and robbers (8.), and, as fuch, they 
are in adangefous condition, for as many as are of the works of 
the law, are under the curfe, for it is written, curfed is every oe 
that continueth got in all things which-are written in the book of the 
Men may appear to be very religious and ftrict in their pro- 
feffion, yea, have much gofpel light in their heads, and yét be 
under ‘he wrath of God, and the curfe of his Jaw; no outward’ 
attainments can conftitute us Chriftians, for, except a man b¢ 
born of water, \and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God (1.). ‘Except a divine chahge is wrought in the foul, in 
time, eternity’ | 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom in 
the grave, whither thou goeft (2.). Without this change here, 
there can be no well-grounded hope of happinefs hereafter: be- 
1.) Rom. v.18. (2.)- Qor. ii. ra. .) Gal. iii. om, 
(3.) John x. 1. (3+) John iii. 5. Eecl, ix. 103 
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ill difclofe the awful miftake of thoufands, for 
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hell, the accepted time bebold, Now is of fai 


ticn(3.). We fee the Jews cou! 'd not enter into. Canai becaufe | 


of unbelief (4.), and our Lord declares that he that believeth | 


not fhall be damned [ 5 ) ; and he bas alfo faid, 1 am the way, | 


and the truth, and ‘h life, no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me (6.). "He is the only way to life and happinefs, What a) 


ger favior do ‘ thofe fad the Lord Jefus tobe, who have 


ed, by faith, for re uge, and have laid hold of the hope fet 


before them in the gofpel! They are faying, Lord Jefus! in 
ereafe cur faiths Fa is the gift of God, “and it is encreated 
by him, through the|preaching Of the blefled gofpel, where the 
Lord Chrift is fet forth to the | eye of faith, as the ‘God-man, 
full of grace and truth. Are you looking to the,efacacious fae 
crifice of this na favior, The his own felf, bare our fins. 
in his own body the tree, and, by whole oy we are 


healed ? He was ‘he: amb of God, thadowed forth all thofe 
ns of the 


facrifices under the law, who alone taketh away. the 
world, Gafpel min flers are now preaching redemption thro” 


his blood, the forg ' venefs of fins, according to the riches of his. | 
fate (7.):| Mark t is—according to the riches of has grace, as. 


*aul allo fays to ‘Timothy, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpofe, and grace, which was Py: us 

in Chrift Jefus, before the world ny de (8.). Here is a full, | 
and everlafting pardon, for ail your fins, through the precious 
biood of Chr ift, which cleanfeth us from all fin, both original — 
and actual ( ) ; it was for this end, that when the fulnefs of 
time was (3) Gos fent forth his fon, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the laws | 
that we might receive the adoption of fons (1. he 

O confider thefe precious portions of God’s word, ad if the 
hlefled Spirit gives you a right underftanding, they will be a 


{weet cordial to your fainting fouls; it is the pleafure of OUF Ie> 


deemer, as the great hyhician, to heal every difcafe; but they 


that are whole, need not the Phyfician, but they that are 


fick: I came not to call the righteous, but finners to repen= 
tance (2.); his invitation is to every heavy laden finner, and 
he promifes reft to all that come to fp (3.): Let us labor, theren 
fore, to enter into that refi, le left any ail after the fame example 


of unbelief, the Ifraelites did in the ilderne/s, for they could not 


enter into Canaan becau eof unbelief (4.) May the Lord give faith | 
where it is npt, and increafe it where itis! The glorious Tri 


~ have engaged in COR for our falvation, and it is mae 


| 


) 2 Cor. Heb. iil 19. ) Mark avi. 


im. i.g.  (9-) tJohni.7.— 


(2.) 17. Matt, zi. 3%, 39. (¢- ) 13. ills 19 


(7-) Eph.i.7. 
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- Hifefted in the. gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift; may the ever 
 Bleffed Spirit manifeft it to our hearts! that we may be enabled, 
_ to believe the record that God hath given of his fon, that we | 
may be found in him not marine on our own righteoufnefs 
which is of .the law, but that which is through the faith of \_ 
- Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith (5.)! True 
faith finds a righteoufnefs fet forth in the promifes of the go- 
Spel, that exceeds the righteouinefs of the fcribes and pharifee:, 
and without which men fhall in no cafe enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Happy is that man to whom it is given in the be- 
half of Chrift, to believe in his blefled name! He ftands com- 
plete, and perfectly righteous in the imputed righteoufnefs of — 
the Lord Jefus Chrift: the Father hath acczpted him in his'be- 
_ Soved Son, for of bim, are ye in Chrift Fefus, who, of God, is made 
us wifdom, and righteoufnefi, and fanétification, and redemp- 
ton (6.); therefore ye are complete in him (7.) ; mark that,—com- 
plete 10 dim: Chrift is all, and in all to the believer. God hath 
_ fet forth hig fon to be a propitiation through faith -in his blood 
 (8.). _ The bleffed man, is he to whom God imputeth righte- 
Bia. oufnefs without works, of whom he fays, blefled are they whofe 
_ Imiquities are forgiven, and whofe fins are covered {9.) We 
May then reafon with the apoftle, and fay, where is boafting 
then? It ig excluded. By what law? Of works? Nay, but 
‘By the law of faith (1.).. The Father is reconciled to the fiv- 
ger, and he is freely juftified through faith in the righteoufnefs” 
of his Son. Thefe who have learnt, through grace, that all 
_ fulnefs is treafured up in Jefus Chrift, will eek for peace and 
comfort in Gad’s appointed way,: which is, through faith in 
Chrift ; and they are Jearning the bleffednefs of living by faith 
| on the Son of God, while the carnal, and ignorant world are 
with the vain allurements of time and fenfe. 
is deed to the world, and his afteGtions are on) 
above, not things on the earth (2.); he hath re- 
ceived the Spirit of the Lord, and where the ppiritof the Lord 
Bey there is fiberty. May it be our concern more and more, to 
ae ‘ftand faft in that liberty, th: t we may, wi'h open face, behold, 
in a glafs, the glory of the Lord, and be changed into the 
i oes fame from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the 
Lord ( 3.) ‘Until men are mace new creatures in Chrift Jefus, 
_ and delivered from the law as a covenant of works, they cannot 
nie Tove God, mor render any acceptable obedience ta. him. But 
| Mat, faith the apoftle, we are delivered from the law, that being 
Phil. iii. 9. (6.)2Cor.j. 20. (9.)Col.ii. 20. (8.) Rom. iti. 25> 


Rom. iii. 27, (2.) Col. iii... (3.) 2 Cor. 
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spit, and not in the oldnefs 
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ea . Now we with you to live under shen: Gentes 
grace of God, which teaches us, that denying 
— dufs, we foould live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this prefent 


to his difciples, Jn this rejoice not, that the fpirits are fubjedl unto 
you; but rather rejoice, becaufe your names are written in bear 
_ ven (1.) We with to be inftrumental, in the hand of God, in 


| 


| in newnefs. 
| | of the letter (4.). This is a glor 
deliverance: a deliverance from the curfe and condemnation of 
the law, the wrath of God, and eternal death ; neither thall 
fin have dominion over you, for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace (5... | 
fluence of the 


fs, and worldly 


 world(6). We thall ever d{pair of your getting a victory over 
your fins, fo as to live to the glory of God, if you are notvi~ 
hrift (7.). Though the be- 


tally united to the Lord Jejus 


hhever may have many enemies without and within, whovare 


very fkiltul in the ufe of their arms; he) is ever to remember 
that the captain of his falvation,.- hath overcome them all ; and 


-. Paul fays, we are more than conquerors through him that loved 


us. Don’t forget that the conqueft is through Chrift, th 
head, ever keep Chriftin view, then youwill find, with Paul, 

that you can do all things through Chrift ftrengthening you, 
And-for your encouragement in this warfare, hear what the 
Lord of Hofts fays, Fear thou not, I am with thee; be not 
difmayed, for I am thy God; I will flrengthen thee: yea, 1 will 
help thee: yea, I will uphold thee, with the right band of my righte- 
oufnefs (8.). Lam thy God! Thisis a glorious difcovery: his, 
as chofen in Chrift before the foundation of the world (g.), and 
there, and then bleffed with all {piritual in heavenly 
places in Chrift, If we live in the enjoyment 


of his love and grace, manifefted to us through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord ! May we receive that exhortation, which our Lord gave . 
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bringing you more and more from righteous, and finful felf; 


thefe are two great evils igzahe world, which have proved the ~ | 


ruin of thoufands, and of tens of thoufands. We know no 
ay to fave you from thefe evils, but to point you to the 
he Chrift, who is able, and willing to fave; look untome, 
and be ye faved, all the ends of the earth; for 1 am God, and 
there is none elfe /2.). The gofpel received under the 
of the Spirit of God, will bring men off from errers; how of~- 
ten are the dear children. of God, mifled, and caft down, by 
not looking more to the finifhed work of the fon of God ! 


Rom. vii. 6. (¢.) Rom. vi. 14. (6.) Tit. ii. 21,22. (7.) Rom. Vil. He 


| thefe bleflings, 
~ what caufe have we to blefs, and praife God, foranexperience = =— 
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While we are viewing the blefled Jefus in the promifes, we are, 


‘with joy, drawing water, out of the wells of falvation. If 

are wifhing (as we hope 2 ats are) to be more happy, and to 
enjoy more of the peace of G 

ber that Chrift is your peace, and you cannot enjoy it, but as 


you receive it, by faith, outofhisfulnefs(3.). 
"We never be fufficiently thankful for the bleffings of 
providence, and for the riches of the free grace of God; yet it 
pomesthe Chriftian well to give thanks for all things, 
mnto. God the Father, in the name of our Lord Jefus Chiitt. 
“The more we knew of:redeeming love fhed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghoit, the more we thal! love God. It is necef- 
dary that we know ‘him as one God and Father, reconciled to 
ws through Chrift;- then from a principle of love to him as 
fuch, wedthall walk in his ways, and thew forth the praifes of 
him, who hath called us out of darknefs into h’s marvellous 


fight (4.).. May the Lord daily ftrengthen you, that you may _ 


g° on rejoicing in his love! Fear not the difficulties you find 
an the way, but 


after the fiefh, but after the fpirit (5.), Caft thy burden upon 
the Lord, and he fhall fuftain thee; he will never fuffer the 
righteous to be moved. Be ftrong in the Lord, and in the 


power of his might. © He wiil bring thee on thy way, and lead ' 


‘thee in the paths of righteoufnefs, for his mame’s fake. He will 
bring thee fafe through all thy trials, to the end of thy jour- 
ney; therefore be'careful to give him all the glory of keeping 


_ thee; his promife is made to confirm thy faith in thy perfe- 
verance, “Thefe, with many more, are the privileges of them 
that believe in Jefus, and rejoice in his free falvation, Beloved — 


en, we now commend you to him, who is able to keep you from 


ith exceeding joy. 
BHOMAS PURDY, Moperaror. 


Gan) Col. ii, 6, Rom. viii, 1. 


falling, and to prefent you faultle/s before the prefence of his glory — 
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od in your Confciences, remem- 


ut go ferward, forthere is therefore now nocon- 
demnation to them who are in Chrift Jefus, who walk, not 
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ON Tuéfaay the 7th of fune, 1785, the aflociated Minifters 
and JMefflengers met, at three o'clock in the afternoon, when | 
our brethren C/:ffard and Spilled {ucceeded each other in prayer 
—Brother Purdy was chofen Moderator—Who immediately 
_ read the preliminaries of the Aflociation—The Church at . | A 
Lewes was admitted as a branch of the Affociation, upon a 4 oP 


- condition, which has fince been complied with——Letters 
from the feveral churches were read, which contained accounts 
of a large increafe, and an univerfal harmony in the body of 

Chrift.——The church at Battle returned their thanks to the 

Affociation for their advice laft year refpécting their Paftor, 

which advice has been evidently followed with a divine blef- 

fing.+—+T he church at Smarden alfo returned thanks to the fe- 
veral churches for the affiftance they received by.their minifters 
the laft year.- oncluded in prayer by the Moderate. is 

Public worfhip| began at feven o'clock Brother Addaleten 


prayed—— Brother Humphrey preached from Tit. ii. 14.—And 
 Wednefday morning met again at fix o'clock. 


Our brethren 


 Lomfitt, Fuller, and Williams, prayed.——~The requeft from 
 Afoford re{pecting the divifion of the Affociation was confidered, | 
and it was the opinion of the majority that the ufual plan was | 2 
moft advantageous.——Brother who had been deputed 
to draw up the circular letter, read the fame, which was unani- a 
mouily approved, |and agreed to be. printed.——-Concluded in 


prayer by the Moderator, 
Public worfhip began at ten o’clock.———Brother Rufel ptayed. 
———Brother Attwood preached from 1 Thefi. v. 25.-——Brother 
Booker prayed.——~-Brother Copping preached from Eph.v.1.— 
Concluded in prayer. by Brother Livyd. 
Met again at fur o'clock in the afternoon to conclude the bufi- 
nefs of the Aflociation.——Brother Finn prayed. ——~A letter ta 
_ the church at Lewes wae read, approved, and figned by the Mo- 
derator.——Agreed to obferve the firf? Wedne/day tn November 
_ mext, as a day of fafting and prayer.———Agreed alfo to recome 
_ mend to parents the catechifing of their children, and a care of 


their morals. 
Agreed 
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Minifters} and “Meffengers, 
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the Divine Effence—Eternal. and Perfonal Eleétion to 


Holinefs here, and eternal Life hereafter—The original 
Gailtand Depravity of Mankind—Particular Redemption 
“Free Juttification by the imputed Righteoufnefs of 


(Maintaining the i important Doétrines-of Three egpal | 


alone—Efficacious Grace in Regeneration +The Perfeyerance 
of the Saints to Glory. Profefling likewife Water Baptifm, 
a perfonal Confeffion of Repentance towards God, and 


‘upon 


‘Mode and Difcipline of the Chriftian Church.) 
FOLKESTONE, the 6ch and’ 7th Days of 


Tote fal hrc th rr Station 
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